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Thank you for your interest in becoming a full-time member or studio tenant at MCI. These
categories of membership are distinct from the typical community membership options that
make up the majority of our members, in that full-time and studio members are able to
access the space at any time, rather than only during supervised “open” sessions.
Applicants for these memberships require a much higher level of scrutiny by the
Association’s committee in order to ensure that we're looking out for both your own personal
safety, and the operation and viability of the space for all members. As such, the process of
applying for these memberships is a relatively long process, in which you will be required to
demonstrate both your competence in safely operating tools and machinery, and your
responsibility in keeping the space safe, clean, and secure. For completely new members,
the entire process of application through to approval will typically take about two months.
(Note that you will not have to pay full-time membership fees or studio rent during this
process - you will only need to pay for the much cheaper association and community
memberships.)

The core requirements for either kind of full-time access to the space are that you have:
e completed safety inductions for any machines that you intend to use in the space,
e held a community membership for at least one month,
e nominated a project that you wish to complete in the space, as a demonstration of
your competence, and
e attended at least ten supervised open sessions and worked on your nominated
project during those sessions.

If that sounds like something that you'd like to proceed with, here’s a checklist to work
through.

[J Take out Association and Community memberships through the website.
The Association membership is a yearly fee that only covers our insurance costs,
and is how you become a member of the Association. The Community membership
is the monthly fee that permits you to access the makerspace. If you're entitled to a
concession discount as a full-time student or Health Care Card holder, make sure
that you get in touch with us first in order to get approved for concession
membership.

[J Sign up for safety inductions for any machines that you anticipate needing to
use during your initial project.
Available inductions include machine woodworking, laser cutting, 3D printing, and
machine sewing. These are listed and bookable via the events page on our website,
and new dates are typically added at the end of each month, for the next month. If an
induction that you want to take is booked out or not currently scheduled, please get in
touch with us and we’ll see if we can make it available for you. If there are any
additional safety inductions for equipment that you’ll eventually want to use, but don’t
need for your initial project, you can sign up for those later on if that suits you better.
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[J Begin participating in open sessions.
These run Monday and Thursday evenings, from 6:30 to 9:30 PM, and Saturdays
from 10 AM to 4 PM.

[J Think of a project that you’d like to work on in order to demonstrate your
competencies.
It doesn’t need to be overly complex or elaborate, but should be representative of the
kinds of projects that you would like to work on during your full-time membership.

[J Notify the committee that you’d like to apply for full-time membership.
You can reach out to us via the website contact form, the MCI Slack, or in person.
Please tell us about your chosen project, the membership type you'd like to take out
(full-time or studio), and what you hope to achieve in the space with that
membership.

[J Continue attending for at least ten open sessions, over a time period of at least
one month, and work on your chosen project during that time.
During this time, we hope to see you competently operating machinery, becoming
familiar with how the space runs and where everything is located, and demonstrating
an ability to clean up after yourself and ensure that you’re not impinging on others’
use of the space.

[CJ After all of the above are checked off, notify the committee that you’re ready to
be assessed for full-time membership.
Approval at this stage is not guaranteed, and you may be asked to provide additional
information, continue attending open sessions for a longer period of time, or take
additional safety inductions, at the discretion of the committee. Once approved, you
will be given a keyholder induction, and will then be able to either switch your
community membership to a full-time membership, or request a studio tenancy
contract.

Remember, at any time, if you feel that you either need to more skill development in order to
be confident in your ability to work completely independently, if your availability doesn’t
permit attending the open sessions as often as you had hoped, or if you decide that full-time
membership isn’t currently for you, then you’re always welcome to hold off and resume the
process at a later date.



